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The workshop discusses the notion of entanglement both as a historical perspective and as a concept in 

historiography. Taking a trans-cultural perspective as the main point of departure, entangled history, in the 

words of Bauck and Maier (2015), “centers on the interconnectedness of societies. The basic assumption is 

that neither nations, nor empires, nor civilizations can be the exclusive and exhaustive units and categories 

of historiography. As entities they themselves were formed through a process of interaction and global 

circulation in which they related to each other.” Quantum physics reverberates the same traits, seeing 

“quantum entanglement [as] a physical phenomenon that occurs when pairs or groups of particles are 

generated, interact, or share spatial proximity in ways such that the quantum state of each particle cannot be 

described independently of the state of the other(s), even when the particles are separated by a large 

distance” (Wikipedia). The social ecology of Ancient Greece – a high volume of political particles meshed 

together in a confined environment and a shared spatial proximity – makes Greek culture a congenial object 

of investigation in the search for entangled history: what it is, how it advances our narratives, and why we 

should engage in the process.  

 

 

10:00 am to 12:00 

 

Hans Beck (Convener, WWU Münster), Entangled, croisée, verwoben – so what?  

 

Achim Lichtenberger (WWU Münster), Acculturation, connectivity, entanglement: 

conceptual advancement or old wine in new bottles? Perspectives of material culture 

 

Ruben Post (University of Pennsylvania), Environment, culture, and entanglement in Central 

Greece over the longue durée 

 

Alex McAuley (University of Cardiff), Liminal local worlds. Looking to the middle to 

glimpse local entanglement  

 

12:00 to 1:00 pm Lunch Break 

 



1:00 to 2:30 pm 

 

Marian Helm (WWU Münster), Regulating entanglement: an outward view from the 

Korinthia  

 

Sheila Ager (University of Waterloo, ON), A tangled web: borders, boundaries, and bad 

blood 

 

Irene Polinskaya (King’s College, London), Unpicking crossed wires: wood, words, and war 

in the Saronic Gulf 

 

2:30 to 4:00 pm 

 

Sebastian Scharff (WWU Münster), Non-Greek participants in Hellenistic games: an 

entangled history  

 

Matthias Haake (WWU Münster), Connectivity, networks, and entanglement: new 

approaches to the study of Greek philosophy and Greek philosophers? 

 

Jeremy McInerney (University of Pennsylvania), Humans, animals and the divine. A case of 

three entanglement?   

 

 

 

 
The workshop is sponsored by the Anneliese Maier Research Award Program of the Alexander von 

Humboldt Foundation. 

  


